GEORGE THE THIRD
war came to Europe in 1756. Within a year the British
public was fast in the toils of the war-mongering Mr Pitt, who
dangled hefore the eyes of his fellow-countrymen alluring visions
of Empire and calmly paid the Prussian Frederick the Great to
fight Britain's battles in Europe and sent well-chosen men to
sweep the French out of Canada and India, so that those visions
might become realities. His personality dominated the political
scene : his fearless eye and terrible sarcasm silenced all opposition.
There was no time, and little inclination, to bother about an
Heir to the Throne who preferred to dally with his mother and
Bute rather than take his part like a man in public affairs. But
the Prince was not nearly as great a ninny as people thought.
In the harassing years of war he was by a variety of means fitting
himself for the great task which lay before him. Perhaps the
preparation was not all that it should have been—in Whig eyes!
Bute was a dangerous tutor: his ideas and ideals were not those
which a prince of the House of Hanover ought to adopt. It
would have surprised many to find that the ninny of the Prince
was by no means uninterested in contemporary events; and if,
as Scott told Mrs Calderwood, he had ' no heroic strain ' he was
none the less keenly interested in the course of the war. He
may not have been as keenly interested as his royal grandfather,
whose views on military affairs were those of a man who thought
himself one of the foremost generals of the age; and the Prince
probably did not treat his friends, as George II did, to illogical
criticisms of the moves of the men on the spot and ill-argued
reasons why he could have done much better than they did,
had he only been young enough [and permitted by Mr Pitt!]
to take charge of the conduct of military operations.
It'was in the war period that Bute is said to have taken the
Prince into Scotland—a dangerous thing to do at a time when the
normal Englishman would have cheerfully preferred to go to Hell
than north of the Tweed. The trip was a quiet one in every way:
the Scots had not yet learnt to regard with affection the House
of Hanover. Companionship is always best nurtured by travel;
and it is not difficult to picture the Prince and Bute using the
occasion to talk about many things and particularly of the future.
The King was old: he had never been popular. Cumberland
was under a cloud: he had concluded the Convention of
Klosterseven, and thereby permitted the French to occupy
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